
Ordinance #12 revised - March 14, 2005


Introduced by Council President Bishop and Council Member Redman:

ORDINANCE 2012-674
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING PARKING RATES; REPEALING AND ENACTING A NEW SECTION 122.202 (PARKING RATES AT MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS), PART 2 (MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS), CHAPTER 122 (PUBLIC PROPERTY), ORDINANCE CODE; AMENDING SECTION 636.104 (PAYMENT OF PARKING CITATIONS AND PARKING FACILITY FEES; LATE CHARGES; FINAL NOTICE), PART 1 (PARKING VIOLATIONS), CHAPTER 636 (TRAFFIC AND PARKING),  AND SECTIONS 802.102 (PARKING METER ZONE DESIGNATION), 802.103 (INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL OF PARKING METERS AND POSTS), 802.104 (PARKING SPACES MARKED), 802.105 (METERED PARKING CHARGES; OVERTIME PARKING; EXEMPTIONS FOR CERTAIN OFFICIALS; REGISTRY OF “PUBLIC OFFICIAL” SEALS; RENTING OF PARKING METERS; EXEMPTIONS FOR VEHICLES DISPLAYING DISABLED PLACARDS AND DISABLED VETERANS LICENSE PLATES, THREE HOUR PARKING EXCEPTION), 802.106 (ADDITIONAL PARKING PROHIBITED), 802.107 (RATES AND CHARGES ESTABLISHED FOR SPECIFIC ZONES; INSERTION OF COINS), 802.108 (COUNTERFEIT COINS PROHIBITED), 802.112 (IMMOBILIZING OF VEHICLES) AND 802.113 (WITHHOLDING OF LICENSE PLATES AND REVALIDATION STICKERS) CHAPTER 802 (PUBLIC PARKING), ORDINANCE CODE CONCERNING THE DEVELOPMENT OF FLEXIBLE, COMPETITIVE PARKING RATES FOR MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS AND POLICIES ON METERED PARKING AND IMMOBILIZING DEVICES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, it is critical to the economic success of the City Jacksonville to develop a vibrant downtown; and 

WHEREAS, the availability and cost of parking are often cited as obstacles to revitalizing downtown; and

WHEREAS in 2007, Walker Parking Consultants prepared the Supply/Demand and Alternatives Analysis, in which it was determined that there was adequate parking downtown to meet the demand; and

WHEREAS, in order to encourage economic development downtown, it is necessary to improve the perception of parking issues downtown by encouraging more innovate alternatives and increased flexibility in parking policies, rates and programs; and  

WHEREAS, the City’s Office of Public Parking has established a goal of changing the perception of parking availability and value among Jacksonville residents, downtown stakeholders, and potential employers, so that parking is no longer cited as a primary reason not to visit, lease or do business downtown; and

WHEREAS, in order to accomplish this goal, the City’s Office of Public Parking shall develop specific objectives and methods, which may include, but are not limited to, graduated parking meter rates, installation of new technology to allow real-time display of open meter spaces, offering free or reduced rate parking under certain identified parameters, dismissing parking tickets in order to increase patronage of downtown businesses, offering valet parking, improving overall marketing or signage efforts, and offering long term leases at City-owned facilities;

WHEREAS, these measures will help ensure lower vacancy rates, increase business success and contribute to the revitalization of downtown; now therefore,
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Repeal and enactment of new Section 122.202 (Parking Rates at Municipal Parking Lots), Ordinance Code.  Section 122.202 (Parking rates at municipal parking lots), Part 2 (Municipal Parking Lots), Chapter 122 (Public Property), Ordinance Code, is hereby repealed, and a new section 122.202 (Parking rates at municipal parking lots) is enacted to read as follows:

CHAPTER 122 PUBLIC PROPERTY.

* * *

PART 2. MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS

* * *
Section 122.202 (Parking rates at municipal parking lots). 
(a) The Economic Development Officer shall develop hourly, monthly and special event rates for each municipal parking lot facility managed by the Office of Public Parking. Rates shall be designed (1) to be competitive with similar private facilities, (2) to provide for the most efficient use of facilities, and (3) to achieve other economic development and downtown revitalization goals as determined by the Office of Economic Development.  The Economic Development Officer shall file the rate schedule and any subsequent change to the rate schedule with the Council Secretary, and such rates shall become effective upon such filing, unless and until the Council enacts an ordinance to the contrary. 

 
(b) The Economic Development Officer may develop a discount program (1) for customers of the Office of Public Parking who lease large numbers of parking spaces or who commit to yearly or longer contracts, (2) to provide incentives to certain targeted employer types, or (3) to further other economic development or downtown revitalization goals.  The Economic Development Officer shall file any discount rate program and any subsequent change to the discount rate program with the Council Secretary, and such discounts shall become effective upon such filing, unless and until the Council enacts an ordinance to the contrary. 

* * *

Section 2.

Section 636.104 (Payment of parking citations and parking facility fees; late charges; final notice), Ordinance Code, amended.  Section 636.104 (Payment of parking citations and parking facility fees; late charges; final notice), Part 1 (Parking Violations), Chapter 636 (Traffic and Parking), Ordinance Code, is amended to read as follows: 
CHAPTER 636

TRAFFIC AND PARKING
PART 1. PARKING VIOLATIONS.

* * *

Sec. 636.104. - Payment of parking citations and parking facility fees; late charges; final notice.

* * *

(b) There is a late fee of $10 imposed on each person charged with a violation of a parking ordinance who fails to pay the parking citation within 15 calendar days after issuance of the citation ("initial late fee"). If the Tax Collector has not received payment of a parking citation within 15 calendar days after the issuance of the citation, or if the violator has paid by United States mail and his payment is not postmarked within 15 calendar days after issuance of the citation, the Public Parking Officer (herein, "Public Parking Officer" shall mean the Public Parking Officer or their designee) may mail a notice ("notice"), if the address is on file, consisting of a $10 initial late fee with an additional $15 late charge ("additional late fee") if the parking citation has not been paid within 30 calendar days from the date of the original violation. The notice assessing the late charges to the person named in the citation (or to the person in whose name the license tag or the vehicle identification number on the vehicle is registered, as the case may be) will be mailed by United States mail to the last known address. All notices mailed by the Public Parking Officer pursuant to this subsection shall be promptly reported to the Tax Collector. This subsection shall also apply to persons charged with a violation of a parking ordinance whose cited vehicle carries a license tag registered out-of-county or out-of-state; provided, that the time period stated in this subsection has expired. For the purpose of this subsection, receipt of the original citation shall constitute sufficient written notice as required by this subsection and any additional correspondence is an optional courtesy. These late fee dates and charges shall also be applied to any outstanding fee invoices for parking in City facilities with the respective initial late fee of $10 after 15 days and an additional late fee of $15 after 30 days.  There shall however be no late fee applied to any outstanding fee invoices for parking in City facilities for the first thirty days.  After the initial thirty day period the late fees shall be calculated at 50% of the original invoice amount, if paid within 60 days, and an additional 50% of the original invoice amount if paid thereafter.  
* * *
Section 3.

Chapter 802 (Public Parking), Ordinance Code amended.  Chapter 802 (Public Parking), Ordinance Code, is amended to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 802
PUBLIC PARKING
* * *

Sec. 802.102. - Parking meter zone designation.

The Public Parking Officer City Highway Engineer, with the approval of the Sheriff, is authorized to establish from time to time parking meter zones in the City, except within the Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Urban Services Districts, to designate parking spaces for automobiles on the streets of the City within established parking meter zones and to fix the time limitations for lawful parking in those zones in a manner consistent with the schedule of parking meter zones from time to time established by law, subject to the provisions of Section 802.106(f). No person utilizing a parking space within an established parking meter zone during the hours commencing at 12:01 a.m. on Saturday and continuing until 12:01 a.m. on Monday shall be required to make payment for the use of the space and neither the Sheriff nor the Chief of Parking Facilities and Enforcement Public Parking Officer shall enforce collection at a meter in the City during this period of time. However meters established for maximum times of one hour or less shall be permitted to have individuals increase the time by depositing additional coins for up to three hours total. The Public Works Department shall be responsible for the location and installation and replacement of parking meter posts.
Sec. 802.103. - Installation and removal of parking meters and posts.

(a) The Chief of Parking Facilities and Enforcement Public Parking Officer shall cause parking meters to be installed under the authority of this Chapter and to be placed upon the curbs adjacent to the designated parking places. A meter shall be placed and constructed to display by a signal that the period of time permitted by the parking meter for vehicle parking has or has not expired. Each meter shall carry upon its face the period of time permitted adjacent to the meter and, when operated, shall indicate by dial or pointer the period of time legally remaining for vehicle parking adjacent to the meter. 

(b) Parking meters and parking meter posts may be temporarily removed by the City to facilitate companies doing construction, insulation or repair work within the City. A company desiring such temporary removal of a parking meter and/or parking meter post shall apply to the Office of Public Parking Building Inspection Division for a permit and pay a permit fee in the amount of $10 for each parking meter to be removed or a permit fee of $30 for each parking meter and parking meter post to be removed. Parking meters and parking meter posts shall only be removed by the City. Prior to issuance of a permit to have a parking meter and/or a parking meter post temporarily removed, the Building Inspection Division shall forward the permit application to the Parking Facilities and Enforcement Division Office of Public Parking for review and approval. In addition to the removal permit fees provided for herein, the permit holder shall pay to the Parking Facilities and Enforcement Division Office of Public Parking the rental permit fee and the monthly or daily parking meter rental charge as set forth in Section 802.105(c). 

(c) The City Highway Engineer shall be responsible for the installation and replacement of parking meter posts.
Sec. 802.104. - Parking spaces marked.

* * *

(c) 
A person convicted of unlawful parking in violation of this Section shall be punishable by a fine of not more than $1520 if paid as directed by the ticket. 

* * *
Sec. 802.105. - Metered parking charges; overtime parking; exemptions for certain officials; registry of "Public Official" seals; renting of parking meters, exemptions for vehicles displaying disabled placards and disabled veterans license plates, three hour parking exception.

(a) When a vehicle is parked in a space adjacent to which a parking meter is located, the vehicle operator shall, upon entering the parking space, immediately deposit or cause to be deposited in the parking meter a coin of the United States or other form of payment required for the parking according to a rate to be displayed upon the face of the meter. The denomination of the coin to be deposited shall not exceed $0.25. Upon the payment of the meter fee deposit of the coin and placing the meter in operation, the parking space may be lawfully occupied by the vehicle during the period of parking time which has been prescribed for the part of the street in which the parking space is located or for that portion of time covered by the payment coin so deposited, whichever is less, except as permitted in Section 802.105(f). If the vehicle remains parked in the parking space beyond the parking time fixed for that parking space or the parking time paid for by coin as deposited in the meter, whichever is less, the vehicle shall be illegally parked. When a vehicle is parked within a timed parking zone, and the vehicle remains parked beyond the time fixed by signage for the parking zone, the vehicle shall be illegally parked. The time limitation in a zone may be longer than the length of time allowed by the meter, in which case the driver of the vehicle may insert more money at the end of the allowed meter time up to the limit of time allowed in the zone.  
* * *

(c)
The Parking Facilities and Enforcement Division Office of Public Parking is hereby authorized to issue permits and to rent parking meters in the City to 1) construction, insulation and repair companies, only, for the purpose of facilitating the temporary needs of these companies for working space on City streets during the period of time in which such work is being performed 2) any business for a use other than for employee or customer parking. An application fee of $1 per parking meter shall be paid to the Parking Facilities and Enforcement Division Office of Public Parking for issuance of either a monthly or daily rental permit. Meter bags to show this rental use shall be placed over each meter so rented and shall be issued by the Parking Facilities and Enforcement Division Office of Public Parking at the rate of $120 per month per bag. Companies desiring to rent parking meters for a period shorter than one month may rent these bags at a daily rate of $6 each per day, excluding City holidays and weekends. A $25 deposit shall be required for each meter bag issued under this subsection, which shall be refunded upon return of the meter bag in satisfactory condition to the Parking Facilities and Enforcement Division Office of Public Parking. 

(d) Vehicles which possess disabled placards and/or permits pursuant to F.S. § 316.1964(5), shall be exempt from metered parking fees, as prescribed by this section, for a maximum of four (4) hours, but shall be subject to the time limits set forth in this Chapter. 

(e) Vehicles which possess disabled veterans license plates, pursuant to F.S. § 320.0848, shall be exempt from metered parking fees and fines and time limits as prescribed by this Section. 

(f) Three-hour parking. The vehicle operator, using any of the parking meters that are one hour or less, shall be permitted to deposit additional coins for the purpose of increasing or extending the parking time for a vehicle for up to three hours.

Sec. 802.106. - Additional parking prohibited.

(a) It is unlawful for a person to permit a vehicle registered in his name or operated by him to be illegally parked. It is unlawful for a person to deposit an additional coin or make any other alternative form of payment in a parking meter for the purpose of increasing or extending the parking time for a vehicle beyond the lawful parking time which has been established for the zone in which the meter is located, except as permitted in Section 802.105(f). 

* * *

Sec. 802.107. – Rates and charges established for specific zones; insertion of coins. 

(a) The rates and charges for the use of the services and facilities of parking meters in the schedule of parking meter zones as set forth below are hereby fixed and established as follows: 

(1) Thirty-minute parking zones — $0.25 (one quarter) for a period up to 30 minutes (one-half hour).

(2) Combination 30 minutes (one-half hour)/60 minutes (one hour) parking zones — $0.25 (one quarter) for each 30 minutes (one-half hour) or $0.50 (two quarters) for a maximum period up to 60 minutes (one hour). 

(3) Combination 30 minutes (one-half hour)/60 minutes (one hour)/90 minutes (one and one-half hours)/120 minutes (two hours) parking zones — $0.25 (one quarter) for each 30 minutes (one-half hour); $0.50 (two quarters) for each 60 minutes (one hour); $0.75 (three quarters) for each 90 minutes (one and one-half hours) or $1 (four quarters) for a maximum period up to 120 minutes (two hours). 

(4) Combination 60 minutes (one hour)/120 minutes (two hours)/180 minutes (three hours)/240 minutes (four hours)/300 minutes (five hours)/360 minutes (six hours)/420 minutes (seven hours)/480 minutes (eight hours)/540 minutes (nine hours)/600 minutes (ten hours) parking zones — $0.25 (one quarter) for each 60 minutes (one hour) or $2.50 (ten quarters) for a maximum period up to 600 minutes (ten hours). 

(5) A meter zone immediately adjacent to City Hall (both sides of Laura, Hogan and Church Streets) allowing a maximum of four hours of parking, payable in 30-minute increments, with a charge of $0.25 per 30 minute period. 

(a) The Economic Development Officer shall develop rates and charges for each parking meter zone, and the times and days when these charges shall be enforced.  Rates shall be designed to provide for the most efficient use of on-street parking spaces, to be competitive with off-street parking facilities, and to achieve other downtown revitalization goals as determined by the Office of Economic Development.  The Economic Development Officer shall file the rate schedule and any subsequent change to the rate schedule with the Council Secretary, and such rates shall become effective upon such filing, unless and until the Council enacts an ordinance to the contrary. 
(b) No coin shall be deposited in a parking meter in a slot other than a slot clearly designated for the purpose of accepting coins of the particular denomination deposited. If a parking meter is designed to accept coins of a denomination which, at the established rate for parking in the zone in which the meter is located, would result in an overpayment for parking, an instruction shall be placed on the meter that the deposit of the coin will not afford additional lawful parking time, and the deposit shall not afford additional lawful parking time. 

b)
The Economic Development Officer may develop a discount program for on-street parking to encourage short term parking in the downtown area. Such a discount program may involve graduated rates, payment using smartcards which may be sold at a discount, the waiving of parking citations under certain conditions, and any other policy or program designed to improve the perception, availability or value of on-street parking. The Economic Development Officer shall file any discount program and any subsequent change to the discount rate program with the Council Secretary, and such discounts shall become effective upon such filing, unless and until the Council enacts an ordinance to the contrary.
(c) All combinations of parking meters shall accept quarters only to the maximum limits of each parking meter. No coin of any other denomination shall provide time on a parking meter nor shall any parking meter be accumulative in nature and shall not exceed time registration of any other magnitude other than stated on each individual information decal affixed to each meter.

Sec. 802.108. - Counterfeit coins prohibited.

It is unlawful for a person to deposit or cause to be deposited in a parking meter in the City a false coin, slug or object other than a lawful coin of the United States or other form of lawful payment. A person convicted of violating this Section shall be punishable by a fine of not more than $100 or by imprisonment for not more than five days, or by both a fine and imprisonment.
* * *
Sec. 802.112. - Immobilizing of vehicles.

(a) The Public Parking Officer or an authorized employee of the Office of Public Parking Division or authorized personnel of the Disabled Services Division is authorized to attach a device that is capable of immobilizing a motor vehicle so that it cannot be moved under its own power without damage to the motor vehicle: 

(1) When three or more citations for unlawful or illegal parking involving any motor vehicle bearing the license plate that has been cited, have been outstanding for more than 15 days and have not been disposed of by payment of the fine or cancellation of the citations as provided in Section 636.104; or

(2) When five or more daily parking invoices, any one of which is over 15 days old, have been incurred on any City parking facility and have not been resolved by payment; or 

(3) When the vehicle is not lawfully displaying a license plate in accordance with F.S. § 316.605, or the vehicle identification number is covered in such a manner as to prohibit a law enforcement officer or parking enforcement specialist or authorized personnel of the Disabled Services Division from reading it; or 

(4) When the vehicle has an altered registration, license plate, citation, or validation sticker in violation of Section 804.709

(5) As set forth in Section 804.1012. 
(b) The immobilizing device shall be attached to the motor vehicle at the place where it is found, except that no motor vehicle shall be immobilized within the traveled portion of a street or on a portion of a street when immobilization at that place would create a hazard to the public or to traffic on the street. At the same time as the immobilizing device is attached to the motor vehicle, a notice shall be affixed to the windshield or other prominent place on the motor vehicle stating that the immobilizing device has been so attached, cautioning the operator not to attempt to operate the motor vehicle while the immobilizing device is still attached and informing the owner or operator of the motor vehicle of the number and age of and total fines and charges assessable under the citations for which the motor vehicle is immobilized (including the removal charge for removal of the immobilizing device and all citations that are outstanding and incurred at the time of immobilization) and where he must go in order to pay the fines and charges and have the immobilizing device removed from the motor vehicle. 

(c) The immobilizing device shall be removed from the motor vehicle upon correction of any violation and payment to the Public Parking Division of the total fine and charges for which the motor vehicle is immobilized. The Public Parking Officer or his designated assistant may approve the removal of the immobilizing device upon obtaining payment of the fines and charges and upon correction of any violation. 

(d) The Sheriff, Public Parking Officer or his designee may tow or cause to be towed and impounded a motor vehicle immobilized under this Section if payment of fines and charges or satisfactory arrangements in lieu thereof have not been paid or obtained within 24 hours of the attaching of the immobilization device. The Sheriff, Public Parking Officer or his designee may also tow or cause to be towed and impounded a motor vehicle that has been immobilized under this Section if the immobilizing device has been removed without the authorization set forth in this Section.  Under certain circumstances, such as the driver or owner threatening to remove the immobilizing device, the Public Parking officer shall have the option of towing the vehicle at the time the vehicle is immobilized. All expenses for towing or impounding shall be borne by the owner of the motor vehicle. All towing or impounding hereunder shall be done in accordance with Chapter 804.
(e) It shall be unlawful and a class D offense for a person, except for the Public Parking Officer or his designee, to remove or cause to be removed the immobilizing device. A fine imposed pursuant to this Section, in addition, may include all costs of repairs of an immobilizing device that has been damaged by being removed.

Sec. 802.113. - Withholding of license plates and revalidation stickers.

(a) The City of Jacksonville's Chief of Parking Facilities and Enforcement Public Parking Officer shall prepare and supply the State of Florida, Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, with a magnetically encoded computer tape reel or cartridge or send by other electronic means data which is machine readable by the installed computer system at such Department, listing persons who have (1) three or more outstanding parking violations in the City of Jacksonville or (2) who have any outstanding violations for offenses occurring on and after October 1, 1990, of F.S. § 316.1955 or any similar local ordinance regulating parking in spaces designated for use by disabled persons. 

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

   /s/ Dylan T. Reingold_________
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by:  Dylan T. Reingold
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